
WOMEN AT THE IRISH MASTERS OPEN 2025                

Women competitors registering for the Irish Masters Open are increasing in number 
year on year – from one dismal entrant – myself eleven years ago – to ten or so 
before the pandemic hit until  the numbers dropped back down to three in 2022.  
Eight entrants registered in 2023 and 16 women turned up to compete on our tenth 
anniversary in 2024. 
 
Eighteen women registered in 2025.  Unfortunately, four withdrew before the day.  Although 
we did not equal our record number of participants from the previous year, the weight 
categories entered gave a fairer set of contests.  We were able to run a dedicated F1 U70 
category (3 competitors) in 2025. The rest of the categories needed to be merged – U57 (2 
competitors); U63 (3 competitors); U78 (3 competitors); 78+ (2 competitors) and Kyu Grades 
(4 competitors). 
 
Danielle Kelly came over from Scotland.  Jade McClenaghan represented NIJF, with IJA 
players Kathleen McNaught; Collette Kerr, Joanne Walker and Peggy Magee coming down 
from the North.  Shingtai players, Maria Wasil and Anna Matushinka; Shona Maguire; 
Gabriela Nache and myself from PSJ; Ariadna Garcia from Cabra; Amy Spain-Butler from 
University of Galway and Debbie Monaghan from Daigokan completed the list. 
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Without support from Irish Master Women players, we could not run a female 
category.  If we cannot run female masters categories at the annual Irish Masters 
tournament, it is highly unlikely that women over thirty will find the opportunity to 
compete amongst similar aged women in the future.  On the whole, these bouts were 
friendlies and a chance to test one’s skills against other women who were not, theoretically, 
as young and as limber as those engaged in making their mark on the international stage from 
clubs other than with those where we train. 
 

          

 
As it was, one of our foreign entrants withdrew as we had 
no-one entered in her weight and age group. 
 
Renate Tekoriute and Peggy Magee (pictured above left) 
refereed at the event and a number of women (Grainne and 
Eiran Murphy; Sophia Wasil and Liz Dennis) kept the 
tables going. Theresa Coughlan stepped in as runner this 
year, ensuring the tables were supplied with draw sheets 
throughout the day so that the table officials would have 
been lucky if they found a moment to relax.  I barely saw 
any of the on mat action, never mind had a chance to 
partake of it! I am, however,  glad to have been one of the 
women “helping it happen” behind the scenes at the 2025 
Irish Masters Open. 
 
Pictured right: Theresa Coughlan; Ellie Dennis (Chair Women in Sport Judo); 
myself and Liz Dennis. 
 
Lydia Ritchie 
27 October 2025 


