
WORLD VETERANS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Sarajevo – 20 to 24 September 2026 

 
 
Ten Irish players mingled with 1,342 others from around the 
world at the 2026 edition of the World Veterans Championships.  
There are no direct flights to Sarajevo, and when there are no 
direct flights, it could be expected that the cost of participating 
lowers the numbers of Irish participants.  Though 15 Irish 
players went to Paris in 2025, the medal standings for Ireland 
were the same  - another bronze for Dermot Killeen and another 
silver for Lydia Ritchie. 
 
 
 

 
 
Johnny Dennis finished in a commendable 7th place. 
 
The 2026 World Veterans Championship squad consisted of Paul Cummins, Dermot 
Killeen, Brian Killeen, Alex Aldea, Lydia Ritchie from PCSJ; Brian McGilloway, Daniel 
Grimley and Kris Kavanagh from Renbukan, Sumit Parmar from Yoroi and Johnny 
Dennis from Lusk. 
 
Paul Cummins ran the usual series of Irish Squad sessions during the run-up to September 
and though the standard of this tournament increases noticeably year upon year, we are 
happy to report that Ireland still makes an impact. 
 
 Lydia Ritchie, Irish Veterans Secretary. 


